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fischer undercut anchors for a secure, distinguished image at
Sabah Al-Salem Kuwait University

A firm hold for a harmonious
facade

New sports facilities are currently being constructed on the fischerwerke GmbH & Co. KG
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campus of Sabah Al-Salem Kuwait University. The facades _
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combine style and safety, also thanks to FZP Il M8i internal 72178 Waldachtal

threaded anchors by the fixing’s specialist fischer.

The Student Activities and Athletic Facilities (SAAF) project
comprises ten buildings, with a combined gross built up area
over 200,000 m2. It contains sports and recreational facilities
that will serve the 40,000 students in this new university cam-
pus. Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP (SOM) from the USA, were
the design architects. They worked in association with Gulf Con-
sult (GC) of Kuwait, who were the project’s engineering consult-

ants.

The centre of the campus is occupied by two six-storey main
buildings, an “Athletic, Recreation and Aquatic Centre (ARAQ)”
each for men and women. They contain centres for competitive,
recreational and water sports as well as parts of the student un-
ion. A courtyard physically divides the women’s and men’s sec-
tions, each of which provide the same services and are of the
same size. The project also includes two smaller sports facili-
ties, two information points, the student union headquarters, a
bus stop for the campus public transportation system, a tennis
hall with 2,000 spaces in addition to an outdoor football and ath-

letics stadium with capacity for 15,000 spectators.



A limestone facade gives the main buildings (ARAQ) a sophis-
ticated and natural appearance. Three triangular windows fac-
ing the direction of the sun provide a distinctive feature. Parts of
the 75,000 square metre facade were attached with 15,000 FZP
Il M8i internal threaded anchors. Construction began on the fa-
cade in 2019 and had already successfully been completed by
early 2020.

“We convinced the facade construction firm with our compre-
hensive range of technical support services, ranging from plan-
ning and calculations to on-site installation support”, empha-
sises Jan Zimmermann, Market Manager Facade Systems.
“The advantages of our Zykon panel anchors speak for them-
selves”. The form-fit FZP Il are installed in natural stone via the
conical undercut drill hole without expansion pressure, which
achieves lower plane bending moments and higher load-bear-
ing capacity than edge fastenings. This also achieves higher
load-bearing capacities compared to alternative solutions. “The
fact that the internal threaded anchors are placed flush in the
prefabricated panels is another benefit”, highlights Jan Zimmer-
mann. “This saves space during transportation, as there is no
protruding thread”. One further advantage is that the anchors
can be attached to any part of the reverse side of the panel,
providing more leeway during planning and implementation
while ensuring optimum use of the stone’s technical material
properties. This also allows individual panels to be replaced,

should the case occur.

“Our undercut anchors are concealed between the panels,
which gives the facade a high-quality harmonious look”, Jan
Zimmermann states, naming another advantage. “This com-
bines a secure hold with the high aesthetic requirements of the
ARAQ Centres.”



Image captions:
Image 1

The limestone facade of the new ARAQ Centre in Kuwait, which was
installed using fischer facade systems.
Image credit: © SKIDMORE, OWINGS & MERRILL (SOM)

Image 2 and 3

fischer FZP 11 M8i internal threaded anchors achieve lower plane
bending moments and higher load-bearing capacity thanks to under-
cut technology. The anchors can be attached to any part of the re-
verse side of the panel, allowing flexible planning, implementation and
much more. The fixings are concealed, providing a distinguished look
to the facade.

Image credit: fischer

Image 4

Educational facilities such as Sabah Al-Salem Kuwait University are
among Kuwait’s (pictured) key development projects that facilitate the
training of highly qualified future generations.

Image credit: craitza / 123rf



The fischer Group of Companies

The fischer Group of Companies, headquartered in Waldachtal in Germany’s
northern Black Forest, generated sales of 887 million Euros in 2019 with a
worldwide staff of 5,200 employees. The family-owned company operates 49
subsidiaries in 37 countries and exports to more than 100 countries. It includes
the five divisions: fischer fixing systems, fischer automotive, fischertechnik,
fischer consulting and LNT Automation.

fischer fixing systems is the technological market leader in important areas of
fixing technology. fischer offers products that deliver technical perfection to a
wide range of customers, from do-it-yourselfers to craftspeople to key account
partners.

fischer automotive manufactures high-quality parts for car interiors. The com-
pany is highly competent in the plastics processing segment and is an im-
portant partner for the automotive industry. Its range of products includes air
vents, cup holders, trays and multi-function components.

With its construction kits, fischertechnik is active in both the toymaking and in
the educational sector. fischertechnik is one of the last remaining toy makers
to exclusively develop and produce in Germany.

fischer Consulting evolved from the competence developed in the company
itself, which includes the fischer ProcessSystem with its central aim of perma-
nent improvement for the ultimate benefit of the customer. fischer Consulting
advises small and medium-sized businesses, government agencies and major
companies on their path towards lean and efficient processes.

LNT Automation develops and manufactures custom electronic solutions. The
company also develops, produces and distributes custom and capacitive touch
systems such as multi-touch solutions made of glass and the corresponding
controller units. All electronics are manufactured in-house.

www.fischer.group
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